T wenty years ago, and still in some textbooks, allergy was regarded as a Bdisease of the rich,^with a rising prevalence only in industrialized or western countries. This has changed: allergy has become a major health problem in almost all countries of the world, both in terms of individual suffering, medical management, and quality of life, as well as a socioeconomic burden. People in Papua New Guinea or Tanzania are experiencing very similar allergic diseases and symptoms as patients from São Paulo, New York, Moscow, or Tokyo. Yet there are considerable differences in management, diagnostic and therapeutic modalities, and especially with regard to eliciting allergens and modifying environmental factors. Globalization is not only an economic phenomenon. In addition, the world has grown together in science and in the medical field.
